
BY DANIELBEN-DAVID 
► UVERPOOl ~ 01 OfSf ~ynogogut.' -
and Ol\~Ot th~ UK's m~t histork - has 
nMrk.t'\I it~ JSOth .1nnlvt·1~uy hy l.rnm h• 
~~ a programme lo (rlebr.itl' thl' city\ 
rich 1ewi~h hcli~1~c and history. 

I tVl'I pool Old Hebrl'w ConAregJ­
non's Hcrtcagl' SeJson opened during 
a grand uvll event this Sunday cH the 
rcnuw1wd St George's Hall, presented 
by legendary tekvislon personality 
and jm.1mL1Hst Anne Robinson. 

Civic c\nd po\ltlcal reprcs~ntatives 
from tht· enll1c Liverpool City Region, 
including the metro n1c1yor and the 
1 ord Mayor of L lverpool. took p.1rt, and 
Ch"lef R.1bbi Sir Ephraim Mitvis gave 

·'<ftn address at the t.•vent, which ,1lso 
ft•.itu, e-0 das~icJI music performances. 

111e rvrnt m.arkt'd the lc1unch of six 
month~ of events, ceremonies, con• 
Lt'fl'i, l~cturcs, performances, talk~. 
tours and walk~ lo commrmorJtl' th<.• 
1~0th annlve~ryof the building. 

Also known JS Prlncrs RoJd Syna­
go)l;ue and featuring promlnt>ntly on 
d '>lamp relt.•asrd for thr coronation of 
1 tM KingChdrle~ Ill, theshulwus found­
t•d In 1874 amJ built in an eye-catching 
t ,otl1ic and Moorish Revival style. 

Robin Makin. who (oordinated the 
programme. told the JC: "I am de-light• 
rd that the first of J ~cries of magnifl­
(ent events were enjoyed by so many 
people and am lookmg forward to fur­
ther t-vt'nts int hr ~rason. 

He added: .. It's realiy important 
.. H this st<1ge to rccognisr the gH•at 
het it .. tg~ thJt emanated from Prtnn~s 
Ro<1d Synagogue." 

The ~t>rlcs ot even ts conunenccd on 
..!,!onday wtth an enhanc:.ed weekday 
'>h-i~hant servlct! celebrating ISO years 
of pr"yer.followed byclflillustrAtivet.1lk 

Raising the roof: Princes Road Synagogue launched ih anniversary 
celebrations with music and speeches 

Liverpool's oldest synagogue 
celebrates its 150th in style 
by R.lbbl Eliyahu ERubinstein,exploring 
the themes of .. Awe and Splendour in 
Judaism", particularly in the context of 
the historic shut. The next talk will be on 
Monday, September 16. 

The \t\1eakesc Link and Countdown 
presenter Anne Robinson revealed 
how her journalisUc career had been 
launched after she got the scoop on 
the death of the Beatles' manager 
Brian Epstein when she gave a lift to 
Rt,x Makin, Lhe solicitor handling the 
legalities, who had had hi~ bar mlt,. 
vah at Princes Road Synagogue. 

Robinson said: .. I am thrilled thi'> 
truly inspfring ~ea son of events Is now 
launched. It is a great privilege to be 

giving a hand in promoting the fahu­
lous programme.n 

Dame Louise Ellman and historian 
and author Simon Sebag Montefiorc 
also spoke, and the Chief Rabbi later 
unvclled a plaque at the site of the 
first synagogue in Liverpool, which 
is now a shopping centre. 

Uverpool 1~ home to one of the old­
est Jewish communities in Britain. 
with Jewish traders settling there in 
tht>t8th century. Today, the JewistH·om­
munlty numbl•rs around 2,000. 

for details oJUverpool Old Hebrew 
Congregation's Heritage Srason,go to: 
p ri ncesroad.orgjl oli c-heri cage• season 
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